Oread Neighborhood Association

Neighborhood Meeting Minutes

Thursday, April 24, 2008 @ 7:00 p.m.

Plymouth Congregational Church
Approved w/ Changes:  05/22/08
Board Members Attending:  Candy Davis, James Dunn, Marci Francisco, Christy Kennedy, Devon Kim, Ellie LeCompte, Beth Reiber, Jerry Stubbs, and Carol von Tersch
Board Members Absent:  Ann Blackhurst, Rene Diaz, Charity Grace, and Laura Herlihy
Oread Neighbors:  Gretchen Auten (Ad Astra), Mary Kay Mahoney

Treasurer’s Report

Register Reports:  The board reviewed register reports from the ONA accounts.  The balances were as follows:

· Treasurer Account:  $5,732.08
· Coordinator Account: $26.40
· Free State Credit Union:  $11.38 (Regular Share), $2,922.88 (Special Share)
Membership Income:  Membership income received since August 01, 2007, is $395.00.

Coordinator’s Report

Review February and March Neighborhood Meeting Minutes
The minutes were approved as submitted with the following abstentions:

· February 2008:  Devon Kim
· March 2008:  Marci Francisco, Devon Kim, Ellie LeCompte, Beth Reiber, and Carol von Tersch
Blight
1043 Indiana – KU Property – Needs paint
· On March 5th, the Senate Ways and Means Committee considered the proposed sale of 1043 Indiana with the addition of four lots to the north.  The additional lots will allow for parking that will be needed if the property is sold to the public.  Senator Marci Francisco spoke on behalf of the neighborhood.  The proposal was referred to the House Appropriations Committee on March 21st and was approved.  It is believed that the Governor has signed the bill.  This will now go back to the University to identify exactly what will be sold to the public.    
· There is an area behind the house that can be used for parking (i.e.:  along the alley).  The house at 1043 Indiana sits on two lots.  The University could keep all of the parking along Indiana and just sell off the back part of the lots for parking.  Some trees would have to be taken down if parking was added directly behind the house.  A retaining wall would be needed as well due to the elevation of the lot.  
· It has been suggested at Board of Zoning Appeals meetings that developers / renovators could be required to provide parking at an off-site location when they don’t have sufficient land to accommodate parking requirements.  The off-site parking would have to be located within a certain number of feet from their property.  This is allowed under the current city code.  There hasn’t been a situation in the Oread Neighborhood where there is land available for off-site parking.  If the University were to sell all of the parking along Indiana with 1043 Indiana, this could be used by other property owners in the neighborhood who would like to improve their properties and / or increase occupancy.  
Board of Zoning Appeals – May 1st Meeting
There were no Oread properties listed on the May agenda.
Historic Resources Commission – April 17th Meeting
930 Ohio – Demolition w/ Replacement Structure

· The proposed demolition was denied by the HRC in part because the property is located in an historic district.  The replacement structure would have changed the historic character of the neighborhood.
· Mike Goans, Lawrence Preservation Alliance (LPA), toured this property prior to the April HRC meeting.  The LPA was not in favor of the proposed demolition.
· This property is back on the market and the price has been increased by $20,000.  This is listed for sale at ~$147,000.  
· The siding had been removed and now this is a contributing structure.  They do deserve commendation for exploring the possibility of getting tax credits so that the property could be fixed up.  It was also necessary to remove the siding in order to apply for a demolition permit (i.e.:  asbestos abatement).
1232 Louisiana –Owner on Record:  Price Banks (Former Endowment Property) – Demolition w/o Replacement Structure
· The photographs of the house, presented to the HRC, showed some of the worst areas in need of repair.  The estimated cost of renovation was said to be ~$500,000.  
· If the house is torn down, it is not clear that there will be space available for parking.  If the existing house is renovated, there would be a better chance for getting a parking variance.
· This house is probably one of the most important ones that the neighborhood should try to save.  Its location in the middle of the block is significant.  If this house comes down, the entire block could be taken out.  This is because there are several other properties available for sale in the 1200 block of Louisiana.
· It would be nice to know who the owners of 1232 Louisiana are.  Price Banks is representing the property owners who are an LLC.  The Secretary of State may be able to identify who is in the LLC.  This information would help neighbors to understand what is going on and how concerned they need to be.  

· It is likely that the Lawrence City Commission will be asked to override the HRC’s decision.

It is hoped that investors who purchase Oread properties realize that the neighborhood is not obliged to be in agreement with requests for demolition and /or parking variances in order for them to make a profit on their investment.  This seems to be a common theme at HRC and BZA meetings (i.e.:  the cost of meeting city code and/or historic district requirements is too high).

New Business

Priority Outcomes – Third Quarter – February, March, April 2008

	Date
	Activity Description
	Number of 
Attendees

	1st Week 
of February
	Distribution of the Quarterly Neighborhood Newsletter.
	Sent to +2,000 residents

	02/06/08
	ONA representation at monthly LAN Meeting
	1

	02/28/08
	Monthly neighborhood meeting
	10

	03/05/08 
	Oread representation at the Senate Ways and Means Committee meeting.  The proposed sale of the KU property at 1043 Indiana was discussed.
	2

	
	ONA representation at monthly LAN Meeting
	1

	03/27/08
	Monthly neighborhood meeting
	6

	04/02/08
	ONA representation at monthly LAN Meeting
	1

	04/17/08
	ONA representation at the Historic Resources Advisory Committee meeting
	10

	04/20/08
	Oread neighborhood hosted a water station for the Health Care Access marathon.
	9

	04/24/08
	Monthly neighborhood meeting
	12

	04/25/08 
	An ONA landlord presented at the Seminar for Landlords, Owners, and Property Managers
	2+

	
	Oread residents met with Brian Jimenez, Neighborhood Resources, to discuss items to be considered by the City Commission
	2

	04/29/08
	ONA representation at City Commission meeting – Study Session Follow-up
	1


Spring 2008 Newsletter
The newsletter will go to the printer during the first week of May.  
KU’s NCAA Championship – Experiences in the Oread Neighborhood
· The city did a fantastic job of picking up trash in the downtown area following the final-four and national championship games.  Cheers!
· St. John’s students picked up trash in the neighborhood on the day after the championship.  Another Cheer!
· The City Manager was contacted after the North Carolina game and informed that porta-potties would be needed if KU were to win the National Championship.  Celebrants had been relieving themselves in public alleys and on private property because bathroom facilities on Mass couldn’t meet the demand.  The city did not respond to the request for porta-potties and Oread neighbors had to police their own property to ensure that their yards did not become restrooms.  The Lawrence Community Shelter is to be commended for allowing the use of their day shelter restrooms following the championship game.  
Old Business
Blight Survey
The form that will be used for documenting the blight survey is still in the works.  Neighbors agreed to conduct a trial survey to see how well the process will work.  That way, improvements / refinements can be made to the process before district representatives set out to survey their area of the neighborhood.  The range from excellent to poor will be narrowed down to a 1-5 scale (i.e.:  5 = excellent, 1 = poor).  The following properties were identified for consideration by neighbors present at the meeting:  930 Ohio and 1216 Louisiana.

Oread Water Station – 2008 Lawrence ½ Marathon & 5K

The marathon was held on Sunday, April 20th.  Oread’s water station was in the same location as it was last year (i.e.: east side of the football stadium).  There were a tremendous number of volunteers on hand that morning.  Many of them were from KU and there were also a few from Lawrence Memorial Hospital.  A fair share of Oread residents showed up to lend a hand too!  This is a difficult water station to plan because there isn’t a water source on site.  This requires a good deal of pre-planning on the part of the water station captain.  Fifteen jugs of water and four large tables have to be transported to the site on the morning of the marathon.  Devon plans to write an SOP that will be available for future reference.
Follow-up on Study Session with Lawrence City Commission
Candy Davis and Christy Kennedy will meet with Brian Jimenez on Friday morning, April 25th, to discuss items that will be considered by the Lawrence City Commission at their April 29th meeting.  Staff reports addressing Oread’s November study session will be discussed.  
Neighborhood Priorities Include:

· Improvements to the city’s trash ordinance (private property),
· Could the city provide trash barrels on street corners around the KU football stadium on game days?  The containers used at South Park during public events would work well.  

· Perhaps the neighborhood could post signs asking everyone to help keep Oread clean.  

· Ask fraternities, sororities, and other student living groups to put trash cans out on game days. 
· A “reminder” about setting out trash cans on football game days will be included in the August newsletter.  

· Implementation of a rental registration program in multi-family neighborhoods,
· Update the neighborhood plan so that overlay districts can be initiated in the neighborhood.
1142 Indiana – House Behind the Yellow Sub – Owner:  Fritzel – Proposed Relocation
This property was demolished so that The Oread Inn project could proceed.    
1129 Vermont - Code Enforcement Inquiry – Fire Rehab
This property is designated as a duplex.  This is a bit different than a ‘traditional’ duplex in that there is only one exterior front entrance that leads into a common area where the individual unit’s front doors are located.  The property is being used as it is designated to be used.  Fire code improvements are being added as part of rehabbing the structure.  
1045 Tennessee – Over Occupancy
The following e-mail was received from John Miller, Staff Attorney for the City:  
From: 
"John Miller" <jmiller@ci.lawrence.ks.us> 

To: 
<jodi@sunflower.com> 

Cc: 
"Toni Wheeler" <twheeler@ci.lawrence.ks.us>, "David L. Corliss" <DCorliss@ci.lawrence.ks.us>, "Scott McCullough" <smccullough@ci.lawrence.ks.us> 

Subject: 
RE: Over Occupancy at 1045 Tennessee 

Date: 
Thu, 24 Apr 2008 15:22:22 -0500 

Jodi, 

Brian Jimenez in Development Services is forwarding the complaint against 1045 Tennessee to the City Prosecutor's office for prosecution and staff is working on the Development Code changes for the RM district. Your meeting minutes outlined the difficulties in prosecuting the case as we discussed in our last telephone conversation. One correction to your minutes is that I am a staff attorney for the City not the City Attorney. 

If you have other questions, please feel free to contact me.
University of Kansas Student Housing Association (UKSHA)
UKSHA is talking about ways to do some renovation on the Sunflower House property at 1406 Tennessee (i.e.:  two-houses put together).  They are also looking at the possibility of becoming part of the North American Students of Cooperation which is a nation-wide group that may be able to assist with procurement of funding needs.  If anyone in the neighborhood is interested in assisting with a project or helping with plans, you are encouraged to participate.  Contact information can be provided upon request.
Oread Inn

Neighbors met with the Fritzel group on Friday, March 28th to see the final version of the building’s finished façade.  Everyone who attended the meeting agreed that the final plan looks very nice.
Neighborhood Resources Advisory Committee

Lesley Rigney will be contacted to obtain proposed CDBG investment summary information.  A reduction in funding is anticipated for the 2008 – 2009 budget year.  
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