Oread Neighborhood Association

Board Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, May 23, 2007 @ 7:00 p.m.
Plymouth Congregational Church
Approved:  June 18, 2007
Attending: Candy Davis, James Dunn, Marci Francisco, Laura Herlihy, Christy Kennedy
Absent:  Rene Diaz, Devon Kim, Deb Milks, Beth Reiber, Jerry Stubbs, and Carol von Tersch
Neighborhood Cleanup
A list of the campus organized living groups was reviewed.  Groups to be invited to participate in the annual clean up were identified.  The annual clean up will be scheduled in the fall after the students have returned.  
ONA Contribution to Central Jr. High Fun Run
A $100 donation was proposed.  The board could not vote on this proposal because there was not a quorum at the meeting.  There was some reservation about contributing to this event.  

The North Lawrence Neighborhood Association has donated $25.00.  Old West Lawrence is proposing a $250.00 donation.  The East Lawrence Neighborhood Association has made a verbal commitment but has not decided how much to donate.   
Graffiti
As a general rule, graffiti on concrete is painted over.  The problem with the free paint that is provided by the city is that it does not match the area being covered.  There may be a solvent available that can remove graffiti, rather than covering it up, without damaging surfaces.  It was suggested that perhaps a portion of ONA funds could be used for graffiti removal throughout the neighborhood.  If an effective chemical is available, ONA could have a supply on hand for neighbors to use.  The Historic Resources Commission or the State Historical Society can be contacted to learn more about options for graffiti removal.    
1131-1135 Ohio Dumpster Screening
There was nothing new to report on this issue.  The existing dumpster is located on the street because there is not an alley behind these properties.  Marci will contact the city to inquire about the status of the proposed changes for this location.  
Treasurer’s Report
Register Reports:  The board reviewed register reports from the ONA accounts.  The balances were as follows:
· Treasurer Account:  $6,307.82  

· Coordinator Account: $17.10
· Credit Union Group:  $2,913.84

Membership Income:  Membership income received since August 01, 2006, is $362.00.
Coordinator’s Report

April Board Meeting Minutes
The board had the following comments about the April board meeting minutes:  
· HRC – Castle Tea Room – Special Use Permit:  There was a question about the Special Use Permit.  The SUP will allow the Castle to be leased out for planned events.  
· Neighborhood Resources Advisory Committee:  Margene Swarts’ title will be added (i.e.:  Margene Swarts, Community Development Manager, Neighborhood Resources).  

· Lawrence Community Shelter – Special Use Permit:  Loring’s last name and title will be added (i.e.:  Loring Henderson, LCS Executive Director).  It should also be noted that the awning and fencing will be allowed to remain.  Not just the awning.  

Because there was not a quorum at the meeting, the minutes could not be approved with the bulleted changes noted above.    

Demolition Permits
None received since the April board meeting.
· 1019 Kentucky:  According to the Historic Resources Administrator, the City Attorney is drafting a proposal to convert the property into an easement.  This will permanently prevent conversion of the proposed vacant lot into a parking area.  The existing parking, at the back of the lot, will be allowed to remain.  If this proposal is approved by the City Commission, the present structure can be demolished.  It is not known whether the City Commission has approved demolition of this structure yet.  
Blight
1232 Louisiana
· Sale of this property is scheduled to close before June 15th.  The survey of the property has been completed.
1043 Indiana – KU Property – Needs paint
· Julie Wyatt, Neighborhood Resources, has left a message for Doug Riat, Director of Facilities Operations, for a status report.  The last time that she spoke with him, he indicated that the painting project was on hold because the budget/funding request had not been approved.  

· There has been some discussion at the University about this property.  It has been proposed that the location could be used for additional parking for Corbin/GSP.  
· The Interlocal Agreement should be reviewed to ensure that the University is abiding by this agreement.

1121 Vermont – House and garage need paint
· The owner of 1121 Vermont failed to appear in court on April 25th.  A warrant will be issued.  Jodi will contact the city to find out who the owner of record is.  
Board of Zoning Appeals

There were no Oread items listed on the June BZA agenda.  
Historic Resources Commission – May 17th Meeting

There were no questions or concerns about the following agenda items that fell within the Oread boundaries:
1323 Ohio Street – New Construction – Submitted by the University of Kansas
· This is the construction of the second scholarship hall approved by the master plan.  This item meets the master plan that was approved by the HRC in 2003.
· Parking may be an issue.  If this comes up for consideration by the City Commission, this concern will be brought before that group.    
941 Massachusetts - Sign
· This is a sign for a new restaurant.  Meets the guidelines.

945-947 Massachusetts – Interior Modifications, Sidewalk Dining and Sign

· Proposal withdrawn.  This is only an interior remodel now for a new restaurant.
1005-1007 Massachusetts – Storefront Modifications

· This is a simple repair that will include the installation of glass in the transom area.

Historic Resources Commission – Neighbor Experience
A neighbor worked with the HRC for three years to secure approval to landscape an area and move a sidewalk so that the property owners and neighboring renters could park legally without obstructing the sidewalk.  There were multiple plans considered by both the HRC and the City Commission.  It is the opinion of the neighborhood association that there should be a limit to how long a proposed change should be considered before it is formally approved or denied.  
The property owners prepared a PowerPoint presentation illustrating the sidewalks adjacent to the area where changes were being proposed.  Members of the HRC were invited to the property on several occasions to view the existing layout and understand visually the impact of the proposed changes.  When work finally began, a City Engineer stopped by and told the property owner that they could not make the changes that were underway, sending a backhoe away, and instructed them to contact the City.  The owner then spoke with the City and was told something entirely different than what the HRC had communicated to them.  The city also asked the property owner to return the leftover bricks that had served as a border on the original sidewalk.  These bricks were excavated from beneath ground level when the area was being renovated.  As requested, these were returned to the city.  
A picture of this corner will be included in the next newsletter with a caption… “Perseverance Pays Off.”  A short story will be included.    
Pictures of the Oread Water Station
Joe Bickford has pictures of the Oread water station.  A photo will be included in the next newsletter.  This will be forwarded to board members so that everyone pictured can be identified.  This photo could also be submitted to the Journal World.  
Lawrence Association of Neighborhoods

The Director of the “T” spoke with LAN about the success of the local transportation system.  Use of the bus has continued to increase every year.  Increases in gasoline prices have resulted in an increased interest in using this community service.  
Neighborhood Resources Advisory Committee

The next meeting is on Thursday, June 7th, at 5:30 p.m.  Marci will not be able to attend due to a scheduling conflict.  Priorities will be discussed at this meeting.  This will be an important meeting for the neighborhood to attend.  The federal government may eliminate students from neighborhood population numbers.  Outcomes for the 2007-2008 grant year will also be discussed at the June 7th meeting.
The 2007-2008 outcome identified by the Oread Neighborhood Association is a blight survey.  Property condition maps have been requested from the County Appraiser’s office.  The appraisal record for a property includes the physical condition and the potential cash flow that can be generated from that property.  The condition of a property is identified in relation to the age of a structure.  Valuation categories include:  Excellent, very good, good, average, poor, very poor, and unsound.  A walking survey of the neighborhood will also be conducted to identify potentially blighted properties.  These efforts will help the neighborhood association work toward the outcome identified for the new grant year.  
Overlay District – District 1
Overlay districts do not change the base zoning of an area.  Overlays look at design issues to allow for redevelopment without multiple variances.  

When a new structure will be built, a building permit is required (i.e.:  replace a small bungalow with a duplex).  Allowances for parking are to be identified on all building permits submitted to Neighborhood Resources for approval.  Current city code should work where parking is concerned.  It appears that something is happening between the time a building permit is approved and construction is completed.  Parking originally identified in the building permit is no longer available when the structure is completed.  Therefore, a parking variance is then requested from the Board of Zoning Appeals.  Tim Pinnick, Plan Review / License Manager, Neighborhood Resources, will be contacted to learn more about how this process works.  
An option for Oread’s District 1 would be to include several properties in the district on the Lawrence Register of historic properties.  The best plan is to have a historic district designation for the entire area.  Individual historical property listings are another possibility.  Information about the Lawrence Register will be included in the next newsletter.  
Summer General Meeting
The following dates were suggested for the next general meeting:  Thursday, July 26th, or Thursday, August 2nd.

The following ideas were discussed:

· Ice Cream Social:  An application has been submitted to Edy’s for the Slow Churned Neighborhood Salute.  
· Summer Potluck in South Park (west side):  This event could include a band.  Truckstop Honeymoon was suggested as a good fit for the neighborhood.  Local Burger or the Mass St. Hot Dog vendor could be invited to attend.  This could be in addition to neighbors bringing side salads…  
· Insurance:  Insurance may be needed for this event.  The last time Oread needed insurance for an event, Downtown Lawrence, Inc., let them use theirs.  
Board Membership Elections –Summer General Meeting
· Ann Blackhurst is willing to fill the District 1 position formerly held by Nils Gore.

· Ellie LeCompte is interested in serving on the board.  She could serve as an at large member representing District 3.  

Boarding House – Property behind 1020 Tennessee
Over the graduation weekend there was quite a commotion at the residence behind 1020 Tennessee.  A Lawrence police officer came out and found that although there is a 4-person occupancy limit there are 10 people living at the residence.  A concerned neighbor reported this to Neighborhood Resources Police Officers.  This situation will need to be corrected before the beginning of the next academic year.  Neighborhood Resources Police Officers found that reports on record are for an adjacent property rather than the property where the problems are originating from.  Neighbors need to know that they should report the address where a problem is originating.  Not necessarily where the problem is occurring (i.e.:  overflow into adjacent properties).  
Newsletter Information
· Central Jr. High Recycling Project:  This will be announced in the next newsletter.

· Lawrence Police Department – Oread Burglary Bulletin:  This will be posted on the ONA website and will be included in the next newsletter.  

· 2007 Civil War on the Western Frontier:  Rebecca Phipps, Director of the Watkins Community Museum, will be contacted to gather information about this event that will be held August 9th – 21st.  This will be announced in the next newsletter.  

Kansas Bureau of Investigations – Neighborhood Safety
Neighbors can access the KBI website to access criminal justice information.  This includes, but is not limited to reports of domestic violence, rape, methamphetamine seizure, marijuana eradication, and registered sex offenders.  This information is made available to public for the purpose of promoting public safety and prevention of crime in Kansas.  The website can be found at:  http://www.accesskansas.org/kbi/ to learn   
June Board Meeting
The June board meeting will be held on Monday, June 18th @ 7:00 p.m.  Plymouth is the proposed location.
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