Oread Neighborhood Association

Board Meeting Minutes

Monday, June 18, 2007 @ 7:00 p.m.

Plymouth Congregational Church

Approved:  August 23, 2007

Attending: Candy Davis, James Dunn, Marci Francisco, Christy Kennedy, Devon Kim, Deb Milks and Jerry Stubbs

Absent:  Rene Diaz, Laura Herlihy, Beth Reiber, and Carol von Tersch

Guests:  Ann Blackhurst, Ellie LeCompte, Mary Kay Mahoney

Treasurer’s Report

FY 2007 CDBG Funds:  Deb Milks, Treasurer, projected the remaining FY2007 expenses and compared those to the balance remaining in the Operating Expenses allocation.  Approximatley $500 will remain after the summer newsletter expenses have been paid.  The following suggestion was made:

· The ONA office could use a new printer (i.e.:  black ink cartridge has to be taped into the existing printer).  It was suggested that an “All-In-One” unit could be purchased to include a printer and a scanner that will allow multiple pages to be scanned into one PDF.  The current scanner will allow only one scanned image per document.    

MOTION:  Purchase a combination printer/scanner unit for the ONA office.  

VOTE:  Approved Unanimously.

Membership Income:  Membership income received since August 01, 2006, is $462.00.  We are ahead of where we were at this time last year (i.e.:  $440.00).  This is thanks to a very generous contribution made by Carl and Janann Jones.  

Coordinator’s Report

Review April and May Board Meeting Minutes
The minutes from the April and May Board meetings were approved as submitted.    

Demolition Permits
None received since the April board meeting.


· 1019 Kentucky:  The City Commission has approved demolition of the house at 1019 Kentucky.  The property has been converted into an easement.  This will permanently prevent conversion of the vacant lot into a parking area.  The existing parking, at the back of the lot, will be allowed to remain.  The vacant area that will remain post-demolition will be landscaped.  Ellie LeCompte, property owner, volunteered to present a landscaping plan to the Oread board for their review/input prior to initiating the changes that will be made.      

Blight
1232 Louisiana

· The sale of this property is final and the new owner of record is Price Banks.  
· Neighborhood Resources has not contacted Mr. Banks yet but will do so sometime soon to learn about his intentions for this property.
1043 Indiana – KU Property – Needs paint

· As suggested at the May board meeting, the Interlocal Agreement was reviewed to ascertain whether the agreement includes maintenance requirements for existing KU properties.  It was learned that the agreement is written almost exclusively for new development/construction.  It does state that the University is held to State of Kansas requirements.  It is not known what those requirements are.  

· Julie Wyatt, Neighborhood Resources, June 14, 2007:  The latest word from KU is they do not have the budget for the necessary improvements – but are fully aware of the issues and have intentions to make the necessary repairs when the money is available.  In the meantime, Neighborhood Resources is looking into the city’s position with regards to this because this is a state owned property.

· There has been some discussion at the University about this property.  It has been proposed that the location could be used for additional parking for Corbin/GSP.

1121 Vermont – House and garage need paint

· The owner of 1121 Vermont failed to appear in court on April 25th.  A warrant has been issued.  Per discussion at the May board meeting, the owner of record was found to be Richard White and Catherine Hamm-White.  It is not know whether they are owner/occupants or whether this property is used for rental income.    
Board of Zoning Appeals – July 7th Meeting

There were no Oread items listed on the July BZA agenda.  

Historic Resources Commission – June 21st Meeting

The following agenda items fell within the Oread boundaries:

Communication Antennas

· To be installed at:  Kentucky (9th, 11th, and 14th Streets), Tennessee (9th, 11th, and 14th Streets), 9th & Mississippi, and 14th & Massachusetts.   Each of these items will be reviewed administratively.  

1336 Tennessee - Deck

· This item will be reviewed administratively.  Jodi will contact the Planning Office to learn more about this project (i.e.:  commercial or private property, deck in front or back…).  

1211 Rhode Island – East Lawrence – Demolition Request

At their June 21st meeting, the Historic Resources Commission will be considering demolition and new construction at this address.  The house sits on a larger lot and appears to be in good repair.  It is believed that it is highly possible that an income generating property is being considered for this location.  New construction at this site would be unfortunate due to the intact historic nature of this block.  

MOTION:  Submit a letter to the HRC supporting the East Lawrence Neighborhood Association’s opposition of the proposed demolition.

VOTE:  Approved unanimously.

Lawrence Association of Neighborhoods

The LPD Neighborhood Resource Officers spoke with LAN about their efforts to track problem areas in the city.  This will enable the police department to more effectively identify where increased effort is needed.  

Graffiti:  A recurring problem in the city is graffiti.  Citizens should call dispatch to report graffiti.  Property owners are responsible for graffiti removal.  The city will send out community service to paint over graffiti.  This is generally low on the community service priority list.     

Jodi will contact the Historic Resources Commission and the State Historical Society to learn more about options for graffiti removal.  Could a solvent effectively remove graffiti without damaging the surface?  This would be preferable to painting over graffiti with paint that does not match the surface being painted.  Devon Kim reported that the graffiti on her office building at 11th & Kentucky was power-washed off of the building.  A private contractor was hired for this work.
Neighborhood Revitalization Act:  Neighborhood Resources (NR) is looking into this.  Repairs on a property of $10,000 or more would be eligible for a rebate.  There would be an application process to receive the rebate.  NR is in the early stages of developing this program.  The ultimate goal is to stimulate revitalization in neighborhoods.  This has been a successful program in other communities.  

Neighborhood Resources Advisory Committee

Margene Swarts, Community Development Manager, Neighborhood Resources, provided a draft of the June NRAC minutes and also addressed the calculation of neighborhood population numbers.  

Neighborhood Population Numbers  

After visiting with a Housing and Urban Development contact in the DC office, it appears that they do not count students that live in dormitories, scholarship halls, sororities or fraternities, etc.  Students living in regular houses or apartments are counted just like anyone else.  There had been some concern that students would be taken out of the count.  This could have had an impact on Oread’s eligibility for CDBG funds.  

Performance Measures

The measures to be used for the FY 07-08 grant year are:

· Number of meetings / participants

· Number of events / participants

· Number / type of communications

· Partnership and special programs to include anecdotal good neighbor stories.  

These measures will be included in the sub-recipient agreements.  Notice will go out to neighborhoods in July because the agreements need to be signed and returned by August 1st.  

Summer General Meeting

The board approved the following expenses for the summer general meeting:

· Truckstop Honeymoon (band):  $500.00

· Address list for the Water Department:  $5.00

Proposed Meeting Dates:  

August 16th (first choice)

August 23rd (second choice)

Proposed Locations:

South Park (west side)

Castle Tea Room

A board member suggested that a “calling-tree” be implemented to get the word out about this event.  Effort should be made, in addition to the newsletter, to encourage neighbors to attend.  Additional plans for the general meeting will be discussed at the July board meeting (i.e.:  potluck, snacks, drinks, sell-a-cup…).

ONA Contribution to Central Jr. High Fun Run
A $100 donation was proposed at the May board meeting.  There was not a quorum to vote on this at that time.  

MOTION:  Donate $100.00 to the school on an annual basis for their fundraising event.  

VOTE:  Approved unanimously.

12th & Oread – Fritzel Development

The Oread subcommittee has met with the Frizel group on two occasions.  The following plans have been discussed:

· Proposed Project:  Build an Eldridge Extended boutique style hotel.  This would be a very nice, upscale facility.  

· Scale:  This would be an eight-story building.  Seven floors from street level up.  It may be a challenge to get a building of this size approved by the HRC.  This is because the structure will be located in the Hancock historic district.  Variances could be requested to facilitate approval of the project as it is currently proposed.   The scale compared to the rest of the neighborhood is a point of concern.  The symmetry of the building will be graduated.  Upper floors will be set back from lower floors.  

· Zoning:  Change to mixed use.  This will be something considered by the Planning Commission.  Lots will need to be platted together and a higher density will need to be requested.  

· Exterior:  Primarily stone and some brick.  

· Parking:  The facility would include 80 underground parking spaces

· Traffic:  A large traffic-calming circle will be added on Oread Avenue approximately half-way between the Crossing (north) and the Docking entrance to campus (south).  This would bookend the campus similar to the Chi Omega fountain at the west end of Jayhawk Boulevard.

· Use:

· 62 rooms in the hotel.  

· The top two floors would be condominiums.

· At street level there would be four places for retail one of which would be a restaurant w/ bar and perhaps a coffee shop.

· Roof:  Two green roofs are proposed.  One at the very top w/ grass and trees.  Another off of the last floor of the hotel facing north (i.e.:  fourth floor).

· Dumpsters:  A better solution has been identified for placement of the dumpsters.  

· Demolition:

· Home behind the Yello Sub (North):  Demolition of this structure would create the footprint needed for the proposed project.  

· House on Oread Avenue - South of Oread Apartments:  There was opposition to the proposed demolition of this home.  In response, the Fritzel group seemed to be open to leaving this structure.  

· Oread Apartments (brick apartments on the southwest corner of 12th & Indiana):  Fritzel owns these apartments and they will remain.  There has been some discussion about giving some of the apartments to Hillel House.  Hillel would like to be closer to campus.  

1131-1135 Ohio Dumpster Screening
Marci talked to Tim Keller, owner of 1131-1135 Ohio.  He thought he had been given permission from the city to put in a bigger dumpster at this site.  It turns out that this was not true.  Mr. Keller does plan to put up a new fence to help clean up the area.  There will be no changes to the existing site or size of the dumpster being used.  

Boarding House – 1022 Tennessee

Jodi will contact the LPD Neighborhood Resource Officers to learn about the outcome of the complaint filed about 1022 Tennessee.  There are concerns that occupancy was too high for the approved zoning.  Treni Wescott, Neighborhood Resources, Zoning Enforcement Officer, will also be contacted to confirm what the zoning of this property is.  

“City of Lawrence” Bricks

A neighbor reported that every year around graduation time “City of Lawrence” bricks are removed from her sidewalk.  It is assumed that students are taking these as memorabilia.  

Rental Registration

The City Commission will be considering rental registration for multi-family zoned areas at their meeting tomorrow.  This will be the first time that the new commissioners will consider this proposal.  LAN had sent another letter to David Corliss, City Manager, expressing interest in rental registration.  Candy Davis attended a meeting of the East Lawrence Neighborhood Association and learned that they, too, are very interested in having this in their neighborhood.  Candy will be attending the City Commission meeting to speak in support of this effort.    

District 1 Development - Parking

Large duplexes are replacing small bungalows in Oread District 1.  Of particular concern are duplexes that have four bedrooms on each side.  The resulting density is equivalent to a boarding house.  Allowances for parking is always a concern under these circumstances.  One parking space is required per bedroom in a duplex.  Identification of parking includes garage space and the egress leading to the garage space.  The end result is that cars must be parked in tandem in order to utilize the parking identified on a building permit.  It would be preferable in the Oread Neighborhood to require that access and egress are factored into the identification of parking.  

A proposal will be drafted asking the city for a change in code for parking within so many feet of the University.  Candy D. and Marci F. will work together on this.  This would probably be considered an overlay zone.  Jodi and Candy will be meeting with Tim Pinnick, Plan Review / License Manager, Neighborhood Resoources, on Wednesday, June 20th, to discuss parking, building permits and subsequent requests for variance after construction has been completed.  
Lawrence Community Shelter
Jodi did some volunteer work for the LCS recently handing out homelessness information cards to downtown merchants.  Common complaints included aggressive panhandling, urination/defecation in alleys, inappropriate loitering in breezeways (Antique Mall), and inappropriate use of bathroom facilities (showering in sink).

Jodi will contact the LCS to inquire about how neighbors can volunteer time.  This could be included in the summer newsletter.  

July Board Meeting
The July board meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 18th @ 7:00 p.m.  Plymouth is the proposed location.
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