Oread Neighborhood Association

Neighborhood Meeting Minutes

Thursday, June 26, 2008 @ 6:00 p.m.

Plymouth Congregational Church
DRAFT
Attending:  James Dunn, Charity Grace, Christy Kennedy, Jerry Stubbs, Kyle Thompson, and Carol von Tersch
Board Members Absent:  Ann Blackhurst, Candy Davis, Rene Diaz, Marci Francisco, Laura Herlihy, Devon Kim, Ellie LeCompte, and Beth Reiber
Guest:  Carol von Tersch’s sister
Treasurer’s Report

Register Reports:  The board reviewed register reports from the ONA accounts.  The balances were as follows:

· Treasurer Account:  $5,093.69
· Pending CDBG Income:  May and June (~+$2,500)
· Coordinator Account: $14.54
· Pending Expense:  Photocopying for June meeting.  
Membership Income:  Membership income received since August 01, 2007, is $450.00.

Coordinator’s Report

Review May Neighborhood Meeting Minutes
Review of the minutes was deferred because there was not a quorum present at the meeting. 
Demolition Permits
None received since the May meeting.  
Blight
1043 Indiana – KU Property (Needs Paint)

· The formal process of appraisal and advertising will begin if the sale is approved.  Following appraisal and advertising, there will be a period for questions and the property will be shown.  If everything goes as planned, the property should be on the market by late summer.
· An inquiry was sent to Jeff Weinberg, Assistant to the Chancellor, about the possibility of re-platting the back half of lots 7, 8, 9, and 10 to allow for adequate parking for future renovations of 1043 Indiana (lots 11 and 12) that may be high-density.  His response was that if a decision is made to re-plat, the University will contact the neighborhood association.  
1232 Louisiana – Former Endowment Property – Owner:  Price Banks

· On June 10th, the City Commission considered the request for demolition of 1232 Louisiana.  This was not approved, but was deferred, because there are no plans at this time for a replacement structure (i.e.  Department of Interior requirements adhered to by the Historic Resources Commission).  
· The commission acknowledged that the existing structure may present a safety hazard and requested a public safety inspection.  Brian Jimenez, Code Enforcement Manager, was contacted on June 25th and it was learned that the letter asking for inspection was sent out on June 17th with a request for time/date within 10 days.  
· There are multiple properties for sale in the 1200 block of Louisiana.  If one property goes down without a plan for a replacement structure, others may follow.
Board of Zoning Appeals

There were no Oread properties listed on the July 10th agenda.
Historic Resources Commission

The following items, located in the Oread neighborhood, were approved at the June 15th meeting:
925 Maine  
· Rehabilitation and new addition:  Remodel existing private residence into a duplex.  A significant addition will be added to the back of the structure.  
1138 Mississippi

· Porch Addition and Dormer Expansion
· These renovations should not result in an increase in the number of occupants who can legally live at this address.

930 Ohio
· Rehabilitation for congregate living.  This is the property that had the asbestos siding removed which made this a contributing structure (i.e.:  eligible for tax credits).  
· Rehab the main structure and add a large addition to the east elevation.  No plans submitted for an ancillary structure.  

ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEWS

· 1647 Louisiana Street:  Deck replacement in the back
· 1047 Massachusetts:  New sign in front of the Watkins Museum
· 1029 Massachusetts:  Storefront rehab (formerly Play It Again Sports)
NEW BUSINESS

Summer Newsletter

Budget year 2007 CDBG funds will be encumbered for the summer newsletter that will be mailed out during the second week of August.  
Wrought Iron Fencing
The neighborhood association was contacted about the availability of five, 8-foot pieces of ornate wrought iron fencing that someone would like to sell.  This used to belong to Mildred Clock who used to live at 9th & Tennessee where the Douglas County Bank is now located.  
The availability of the fencing will be announced in the summer newsletter.  Recycling / reusing is always a great thing.  
The following “New Business” items were deferred to the July meeting:

· Board Member Election:  Kyle Thompson – District 3

· Coordinator Annual Evaluation

· ONA Recognition Award

OLD BUSINESS
Blight Survey
Each district representative is responsible for surveying their area of the neighborhood.  A map of the Oread neighborhood, depicting the boundaries of each district, can be found on page one of the spring newsletter (i.e.:  available on-line at oreadneighborhood.com).  A link to the spring newsletter is on the homepage.  
Locate the name of property owners at:  www.douglas-county.com
Oread Inn:  Sale of Public Right-of-Way

The Fritzel group would have to purchase the public right-of-way in order to use it for the development project.  The city has indicated that tunds received from the sale could be used to enhance the neighborhood in some way.  
Follow-up on Study Session with Lawrence City Commission
It is believed that the multi-family rental registration and trash ordinance proposals will be included in the budget proposal that is being prepared right now.    
RM District – Code Amendment (over occupancy violations)
In April 2007, 1045 Tennessee was reported to the city for an occupancy violation.  In December 2007, John Miller, City Staff Attorney, said that the city didn’t want to prosecute the property owners of 1045 Tennessee because text amendments were needed in the city’s code (i.e.:  add language defining family).  

In April 2008, the Planning Commission approved changes to the code for RS districts and this was subsequently approved by the City Commission.  A similar change was to be proposed for RM districts as well.  

At this time, the city is trying to decide if it would be appropriate to add new language to the RM districts to define family better.  It will be important to ensure that there is some way to prosecute occupancy violations that may occur in the future.  
CDBG Capital Improvement Project – Budget Year 2009 Proposal
The city has been contacted about the water meter that is needed at the Community Garden located in the neighborhood.  David Lowenstein, garden coordinator, has been contacted as well and he is encouraged that the neighborhood is interested in pursuing this project.  The CDBG application for BY2009 will be due on December 01, 2008.  
MISCELLANEOUS REPORTS
District Reports
· There have been recent ‘outside’ thefts in the neighborhood (i.e.:  items stolen from yards).  The Neighborhood Resource Officers will be contacted.  They may be able to provide information about securing personal items that are kept outside.  If so, this information can be included in the summer newsletter.     

There were no reports for the following:

· Lawrence Association of Neighborhoods
· Neighborhood Resources Advisory Committee:  Convened until September 2008 unless a structural blight issue needs to be considered.
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