Oread Neighborhood Association

Board Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, July 18, 2007 @ 7:00 p.m.

Plymouth Congregational Church

Approved:  August 23, 2007

Attending: Rene Diaz, James Dunn, Marci Francisco, Christy Kennedy, Devon Kim, and Deb Milks

Absent:  Candy Davis, Laura Herlihy, Deb Milks Beth Reiber, Jerry Stubbs, and Carol von Tersch

Guest:  Ellie LeCompte

July 9th Fritzel Open House at Marci’s

Neighbors were generally favorably impressed about the proposed development for 12th & Oread.  There were some questions about how pedestrian traffic will be handled.  The KU Alumni Association is very pleased about these potential changes.     

Treasurer’s Report

Register Reports:  The board reviewed register reports from the ONA accounts.  The balances were as follows:

· Treasurer Account:  $7,154.32  

· Coordinator Account: $2.00

· Credit Union Group:  $2,918.91
FY 2007 CDBG Funds:  Expenses for the summer newsletter remain to be deducted from the 2007 Operating funds.  There will be approximately $300.00 remaining after routine July expenses have been paid.  Additional printer cartridges and miscellaneous office supplies will be purchased prior to the end of the fiscal year.  


MOTION: Purchase office supplies from M & M Office Supplies downtown.


VOTE:  Approved unanimously

Some of the remaining funds will also be used to purchase lawn and leaf bags at Cottin’s Hardware for the neighborhood cleanup.  A supply will also be provided to the neighbors who maintain the Oread garden at 12th & Mississippi.  Ellie L. volunteered to pick these up.  

Membership Income:  Membership income received since August 01, 2006, is $487.00.

Lawrence Community Shelter Block Party – Sunday, July 29th 

The LCS is very interested in having the neighborhood participate in the block party.  Donations of cookies, brownies, or potato salad were requested.  Ellie L. volunteered to make potato salad and brownies for the event.  Marci may be able to make a batch of brownies for the event but will need to leave with them a neighbor ahead of time.  She’s leaving town on Friday and won’t be able to attend the event.  Jodi W. will make potato salad and cookies.

Coordinator’s Report

Review June Board Meeting Minutes
Review of the June board meeting minutes was deferred because there was not a quorum of members at the meeting.    

Demolition Permits
None received since the June board meeting.

Blight
1232 Louisiana

· The sale of this property was final in April and the new owner of record is Mr. Price Banks.  
· Neighborhood Resources has discussed the condition of this property with Mr. Banks.  They will be following up with appropriate action / correspondence.  
1043 Indiana – KU Property – Needs paint

· City legal staff is researching the city’s position regarding this state owned property.    

1121 Vermont – House and garage need paint

· The first court appearance was to be on April 25th.  The property owner failed to appear.  The owner of record is Richard White and Catherine Hamm-White.  It is not know whether they are owner/occupants or if this is income-producing property.
· Neighborhood Resources was able contact the owner and they are hopeful that corrections will be made before the next court date which is set for September 28th.  
Blight Legal Process

· If blight is not addressed by a property owner, the following steps are taken by the City:

1. Owner summoned to appear in court for an arraignment,

2. A court date is set and then,

3. A trial date is set if necessary

Because eradicating blight in the neighborhood is the thrust of the 2007-2008 CDBG grant year, the outcome of reporting properties in the Oread neighborhood was discussed briefly.  The property at 1121 Vermont was originally reported to Neighborhood Resources in December 2005 at the request of the neighborhood association.  The property owner is now being summoned into court because structural blight conditions have not been addressed.  According to several board members, there is a venue wherein property owners can appeal an environmental blight code violation.  Appeals are considered by the City Commission.    

Board of Zoning Appeals – August 2nd Meeting

The following agenda item fell within the Oread boundaries:

1339 Ohio Street – Request for Parking Variance

· Reduce the number of off-street parking spaces required for a congregate residence, housing a total of 16 residents, from 11 spaces to a minimum of five spaces.

A board member spoke with Paul Werner; the architect who submitted the request for parking variance.  The property owner of record is Jon R. Davis.  The following information was provided:  

· The existing structure will be renovated to bring it up to code (i.e.:  install sprinkler system…).

· There will be no increase in occupancy as a result of the renovation.  Sixteen bedrooms will be retained.

· The requested parking variance is identical to what is already approved for this residence.  The request for conversion from a 7 apartment/14 bedroom residential structure to a proposed renovated boarding house triggered the need for a site plan.  The City must consider allowances for parking as part of the building permit approval process.  Because existing parking does not meet current city code, the request for variance is required.    

Neighborhood Concerns:

· Five spaces for 16-people is inadequate because Ohio Street is one of the most crowded streets both day and night in the Oread Neighborhood.

· It is unfortunate that the University did not provide parking for the Scholarship Halls along Ohio Street.  This has exacerbated the high demand for parking in this area.

· Tandem parking is already a chronic problem throughout the neighborhood (i.e.:  cars parked behind cars).

· If the neighborhood does not comment on this parking variance, this would clearly set precedence for allowing similar requests in the future.

· At a minimum, there should be one parking space per two lawful occupants.  This would still be a deviation from city code which requires 1.5 parking spaces per resident.

· 5 spaces requested x 2 occupants per space = 10 occupants maximum at 1339 Ohio 

· 1339 Ohio is in close proximity to fraternities.  When seniors move out of the fraternity, they get together and rent a high occupancy residence.  This then becomes a party house where drinking is allowed.

· Parking on the grass or expanding existing gravel parking areas must be prohibited throughout the neighborhood.  The City needs to enforce this consistently.  Oread neighbors want to retain green space.  

· The overall quality of life in the neighborhood is altered in a negative way when single-dwelling residences become congregate residences and parking is not available for the increase in density.

MOTION:  Ellie LeCompte volunteered to draft a letter that will be sent to the BZA expressing neighborhood concerns about the request for parking variance at 1339 Ohio.  This will be e-mailed out to everyone for their input prior to submission to the BZA.

VOTE:  Approved unanimously

Historic Resources Commission – July 19th Meeting

The following agenda items fell within the Oread boundaries:

945-947 Massachusetts – Signs

· The signs are for Ingredient; the restaurant in the Ecke building

918 Mississippi – Site, Interior and Exterior Alterations

· This is the location where Duds and Suds used to be.  The alterations are for Papa John’s to relocate to this property.  This is an administrative review and provided to the HRC as an information item.

Neighborhood Resources Advisory Committee

This committee will not meet again until September.  

Summer General Meeting – Thursday, August 9th from 7:00 – 9:00 PM

· The newsletter will go to the printer on Monday, July 23rd.  

· Cottin’s Hardware has 8’ banquet tables for $6.00 per day and chairs for $.75 each.  Delivery will be $30.00.  

· A general meeting will be held from 7:00 – 7:30 PM.  Elections will be held at this time.

· Truckstop Honeymoon will play from 7:30 – 9:00 PM.

· Potluck hors d’oeuvres and beverages will be the theme of the party.

1020 Tennessee
At the June meeting, this address was discussed because it had been a nuisance during the school year.  The city was contacted to inquire about how this property is zoned.  It was learned that the property owner is applying for boarding house status.  It is a point of concern that any property in the neighborhood can become a boarding house without neighbors knowing about it.  Rezoning is not required because a boarding house is a permitted use in the RM32 Zoning District.  A site plan is required however.
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