Oread Neighborhood Association

Thursday, August 28, 2008 @ 6:00 PM

Plymouth Congregational Church – Meeting Room 202N

Approved w/ Changes:  September 25, 2008
Board Members Attending:  Ann Blackhurst, Candy Davis, James Dunn, Christy Kennedy, Beth Reiber, Jerry Stubbs, and Kyle Thompson

Oread Neighbors/Property Owners Attending:  Jon Davis, Rob Farha, and Lauren Wright
Absent Board Members:  Rene Diaz, Marci Francisco, Charity Grace, Ellie LeCompte, and Carol von Tersch
Treasurer’s Report

Register Reports:  Register reports from the ONA accounts were reviewed.  The balances were as follows:

· Treasurer Account:  $7,076.31
· Coordinator Account: $28.04
Membership Income:  Membership income received since August 01, 2008, is $25.00.  During CDBG budget year 2007, the income totaled $450.00.
Coordinator’s Report

Review May, June and July Neighborhood Meeting Minutes
Review of the minutes was deferred because there was not a quorum present at the meeting. 

Demolition Permits
1004 Alabama – Four-plex apartment building

· The 30-day public comment period will expire on August 30th.  After that date, demolition work can begin.  This property is located in District 1 and will not come under the purview of the Historic Resources Commission.  It is not known at this time what the replacement plan will be.  Planning and Development Services will be contacted about this.
933 Missouri – Remove rotted storage shed

· According to information received from Barry Walthall, Building Safety Manager, Planning & Development Services, this structure had been removed prior to the contractor obtaining a demolition permit.  The city required submission of a demo application after the fact.  
Blight
1043 Indiana – KU Property (Needs Paint)

· The university is in the process of hiring an appraiser.  Following appraisal and advertising, there will be a period for questions and the property will be shown.  The timeline for sale is fall 2008.
· Planning and Development Services was contacted to determine how much parking would be required for future occupancy.  Prior to use by the University, there were eight bedrooms in the home.  Eight bedrooms with two occupants per room would require a total of 12 parking spaces (i.e.:  1.5 spaces for 2 occupants).   
1232 Louisiana – Owner:  1240 Louisiana St Associates LLC – Represented by:  Price Banks – Proposed Demolition (Former Endowment Property)
· The City Commission approved demolition of this property at its August 12th meeting with conditions.  These included:

· No building permit will be issued for the property until the Oread Neighborhood Plan has been updated and approved by the City Commission.  The existing plan was originally adopted by the Lawrence / Douglas County Planning Commission on March 21, 1979.

· The property cannot be used as a parking lot after the property has been demolished.    

· The State Historic Preservation Officer and the Lawrence Historic Resources Commission must review all future plans for the property.  Plans will be evaluated to minimize harm to listed historic properties.  

· Neighbors expressed an interest in salvaging items from the interior of the home prior to demolition.  A letter will be written to Price Banks requesting permission to do this.  
City Agendas
Board of Zoning Appeals – September 4th Agenda

· The September 4th agenda is not available yet.  When it is, neighbors will be informed if there are any Oread properties to be considered.  
Historic Resources Commission – August 22nd Agenda

· 933 Missouri:  Porch replacement and demolition of accessory structure (already gone).

New Business
Block Party with the Lawrence Community Shelter

Wednesday, September 17th, was selected as the preferred date by neighbors.  

1005 Indiana – House Fire – July 31, 2008

· The fire was caused by smoldering fireworks in a couch on the front porch.  There have been two fires in the neighborhood caused by sofas on porches in the last year.  There are plans to implement a city ordinance prohibiting furniture, not designed for outdoor use, on porches.  Rich Barr, Division Chief – Prevention Division, is willing to come to talk with neighbors about what will be included in the proposed ordinance.
· The property owners would like to rebuild an identical structure on the existing foundation.  The home had been used for congregate living with no off-street parking prior to the fire.  In order to add parking off of the alley, excavation and a retaining wall would be required.  Rebuilding without providing off-street parking will require a variance which would be approved by the Board of Zoning Appeals.
Neighborhood Discussion

· There is concern about setting precedence.  If the BZA should approve a request for no off-street parking at 1005 Indiana, adjacent property owners could be motivated to do the same if they need to enter into the site plan process.     

· If there are owner occupants who live close to 1005 Indiana, it would be good for the neighborhood to support enforcement of the code as it is written.  

· Perhaps a replacement structure could be built that would not house as many people.  Prior to the fire, there were eight people living in the house; one per bedroom.

· According to the property owners, a 10-foot retaining wall would be needed in the back to provide parking at that location.  There are funds to build a replacement structure but there isn’t money available to add a retaining wall in the back.  The alternative to building a replacement structure would be bulldozing what remains of the burned structure and the vacant lot would be sold.  The property owners would really like to rebuild.  They’ve renovated several properties in the neighborhood and they’ve done a quality job.  

· A proposal will be submitted to the Board of Zoning Appeals for consideration at the October meeting (i.e.:  request for no off-street parking).  
· Owner-occupants who live in Oread want to improve the overall quality of the neighborhood; making it comfortable for all kinds of people.  From a business perspective, there is a need to make a return on investment properties.  These goals are distinctly different.  
Door Hangers Distributed in the Neighborhood
The Student Legislative Awareness Board distributed door hangers throughout the neighborhood.  These included information about kegs, fake IDs, public urination, trash, etc.  Oread neighbors really appreciate that this initiative was taken on the part of this student organization.    
Summer Newsletter Review
The newsletter had lots of great pictures; thanks Jerry!  The good neighbor tips and residential trash pick up information was a great addition and important in the first newsletter sent out following the student’s return to campus.  

Louis Carpenter – Mitochondrial DNA Project

Louis Carpenter was a judge in Douglas County that was killed in Quantrill’s Raid.  Kerry Alterbrand is proposing to get a DNA sample and contact the Carpenter family genealogy society that has a database of DNA.  He would like to talk with the neighborhood about this project.  Jerry will ask him to write a letter to the neighborhood explaining what he hopes to accomplish.  If there is enough interest, he will be invited to attend an upcoming meeting.  
Old Business

Blight Survey

Ellie LeCompte has done a fantastic job of working on the neighborhood survey.  Items that need to be identified on survey forms are those that represent what is blighted about a property (i.e.:  missing guttering, peeling paint, broken window, falling fence, roof/soffit needs repair, etc.).  Don’t worry too much about the rating scale or the overall rating of a property.  Anything that is identified as being potentially blighted will be reported to Planning and Development Services so that a city inspection can occur.  The city will make the final determination about whether a property is in a blighted condition.  If they determine that code violations exist, these properties will be tracked until violations are corrected.  This process will be documented to represent progress made in the CDBG grant application.  
It is good to have record of how many properties were considered by the neighborhood association.  This represents effort on the part of the neighborhood to identify potentially blighted properties in the neighborhood.

Castle Tea Room – Holiday Open House / ONA Fundraiser
Jerry Stubbs spoke with Jerry Sylvester about the possibility of ONA holding an open house / fundraising event at the Castle when renovations are complete.  It is anticipated that the Castle will re-open in November or December.  This is something that can be announced in the next newsletter.  Jerry S. will get back with the neighborhood association about whether an open house or fundraiser can be held there.
Deferred Items

The following agenda items were deferred to the September neighborhood meeting:
· CDBG Budget Year 2008
· Study Session Follow-up:  
· Enhancements to trash ordinance and expanding the rental registration program to be considered by the City Commission this fall.  

· It is anticipated that the rental registration program will be moving ahead.  If everything goes as planned, inspections would begin in July 2009.  This will include any rental property in multi-family zoned neighborhoods that are 50+ years old.  
· Campus Heritage Plan
· Lawrence Community Garden:  Water Meter / Faucet Project (CDBG) 

· Neighborhood Clean Up
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