Oread Neighborhood Association

Board Meeting Minutes

Thursday, October 25, 2007 @ 7:00 p.m.

Plymouth Congregational Church

Approved:  December 16, 2007
Attending: Candy Davis, James Dunn, Marci Francisco, Christy Kennedy, Ellie LeCompte, Beth Reiber, and Jerry Stubbs

Absent:  Rene Diaz, Ann Blackhurst, Laura Herlihy, Devon Kim, Deb Milks, and Carol von Tersch

Treasurer’s Report

Register Reports:  The board reviewed register reports from the ONA accounts.  The balances were as follows:

· Treasurer Account:  $6,715.02

· Coordinator Account: $21.94

· Credit Union Group:  $11.38 (Regular Share), $2,912.66 (Special Share)

Membership Income:  Membership income received since August 01, 2007, is $119.00.

Coordinator’s Report

Review August and September Board Meeting Minutes
The minutes of the August and September meetings were approved as submitted.  Marci Franciso abstained from voting because she was not present at either meeting.

Demolition Permits
None received since the September meeting.
Blight
1232 Louisiana

· The new property owner has been discussing options with city staff.  Neighborhood Resources will be contacted again to learn what options are being considered at this time.
UPDATE:  
According to Lynne Zollner, Historic Resources Admin - Planning and Development Services, there has been some discussion about demolition of this property.  
1043 Indiana – KU Property – Needs paint

· The University has tentative plans to demolish this property and replace it with additional parking.  The University does not have to go through the same processes as those who own property in the city.  Demolition would not have to be approved through city channels (i.e.:  the Historic Resources Commission).

Neighborhood Discussion

· Overall, it appears that this is a sound property with exterior cosmetic problems.  This should not be cause for demolition.

· At this time, KU Housekeeping is using the residence as an office.  

· 1043 Indiana is a significant corner property.  Additional parking is going to lay the hillside bare.  

· Could the University sell the property to someone who can maintain it?

· Jeff Weinberg, Assistant to the Chancellor, will be contacted.  A meeting will be proposed.  

1121 Vermont – House and garage need paint

· Julie Wyatt, Code Enforcement Division – Planning and Development Services, reported that it appears the property has been painted.  A re-inspection will occur to confirm this.  The sentencing court date was extended from September 28th to December 14th at the owner’s request.  
Board of Zoning Appeals – November 1st Meeting

Parking variances will be considered for the following properties:

1339 Ohio Street (This was on the August 2nd BZA agenda)

· The request is to reduce the number of off-street parking spaces required for a congregate residence, with 12 bedrooms, from 9 spaces to a minimum of 6 parking spaces.  The second variance is to allow stacked parking to be established in the rear of the property off the alley.

Neighborhood Discussion

· Allowing stacked parking at 1339 Ohio Street may result in future requests for stacked parking in other areas of Oread.  This is a concern for neighbors.  The location of this property is unique in that it is adjacent to the KU Scholarship Halls.  This is a highly congested area in the neighborhood.  Allowing stacked parking at this address should not be extrapolated to the neighborhood as a whole.  The neighborhood wants to be careful about setting precedence.

· Renovating the residence to a congregate residence would be preferred over a duplex. 

· The property owner has stated that this is a unique property due to its large size.  How does this residence compare to other properties in the neighborhood?  The County Appraiser will be contacted to request square footage information for properties in the 1100, 1200, and 1300 blocks of Ohio.  This information will be compared with the square footage of 1339 Ohio.  

· A letter will be written to the BZA documenting neighborhood concerns about the proposed variance.  

1341 Ohio Street
· The request is to reduce the number of off-street parking spaces required for a congregate residence, with 8 bedrooms, from 6 spaces to a minimum of 5 parking spaces.  A second variance is to allow a reduction in the front building setback to allow for the construction of a front porch addition to the dwelling.

Neighborhood Discussion

· The property owner is asking to remove a curb cut in the front where a parking space currently exists.  A solid curb that can be used by residents for parking would replace this.  

· Removing the curb cut / parking space will allow for construction of a front porch.  This is considered to be an improvement and would return the front façade to a more traditional representation of how homes were built in the neighborhood (i.e.:  parking in the alley).

Historic Resources Commission – October 18th Meeting

There were no questions or concerns about the following agenda items that fell within the boundaries of the Oread neighborhood:

· 1645 Tennessee – Addition – Sigma Phi Epsilon

· 1122 Ohio Street – Rear Egress Stair

· 1339 Ohio Street – Porch

· 1341 Ohio Street – Porch

Planning Commission – October 22nd Meeting
Tom Fritzel stated that he would provide the neighborhood with a copy of a letter sent to Dave Corliss.  In this letter, he states that the Oread Apartments will be retained as part of the redevelopment being proposed.  This letter will be included in the winter newsletter.  It is believed that improvements to the 12th Street steps will also be included as part of the development package.

The City Commission will consider the Fritzel project at its November 13th meeting.  The neighborhood will submit a letter to the commission expressing the importance of protecting the Oread Apartments and the necessity to contain / preserve the environs.

Community Development Block Grant

Performance Measures – 1stQuarter

The following items will be included on the report:

· The 30th Anniversary Neighborhood Party

· Sandra Day and Brian Jimenez – Speakers at September Neighborhood Meeting

· Monthly neighborhood attendance at LAN meetings

· Monthly neighborhood meetings

· City Commission Study Session Planning Meeting – September 16th – Three in attendance

2008-2009 Grant Application

Objectives should include:

· Benefits for low or moderate income persons

· Aide in the prevention or elimination of blight

The Oread neighborhood will submit a request to continue the 07-08 blight proposal.  Prior to the end of this fiscal year, the neighborhood needs to conduct a walking blight survey.  Neighbors agreed to initiate the survey after the Christmas holiday.  Properties identified as poor on the county appraiser’s report will be looked at first.  

A possible solution to addressing blight:  The city could identify properties listed as poor by the county appraiser and allow 3-5 years to make corrections.  If corrections are not made, a fine could be assessed equal to what would be paid in taxes if the property was in good condition.  

City Commission Study Session

This will be held on Wednesday, November 8th, from 4:30 – 5:30 PM.  A preliminary agenda was included in the fall newsletter.  

Upcoming Neighborhood Meetings

It was suggested that neighborhood meetings last for only 1.5 hours.  This will be implemented at the November meeting.  

November – Annual Meeting
Board member elections will be held at the November meeting.  This meeting has been announced in the fall newsletter.  All neighbors / property owners are invited to attend.  If the need should arise, the church has offered the use of an adjacent meeting room to accommodate a larger group.  

December

The neighborhood meeting will be held on Sunday, December 16th, at Candy Davis’ home – 947 Louisiana.  The meeting will begin at 6:00 PM.  This will be followed by a holiday gathering at 7:30 PM.  Everyone should bring an appetizer and something to drink.  Remember to invite your neighbors too!   

1045 Tennessee – Over Occupancy
In an e-mail dated 10/22/07, Brian Jimenez, Neighborhood Resources - Code Enforcement Division, wrote:

I just received the unclaimed certified letter last Thursday.  It was nearly a two month process.  Staff has spoken to several tenants but has not been able to reach the one tenant who supposedly mails rent checks to owners in California.  The tenants are telling us there is no local property manager for the property… The house does have 6 living there.  I will need to find out what course of action we can take.    

Lawrence Association of Neighborhoods

LAN is planning a study session with the City Commission.  They hope to begin doing this on a regular basis.  Discussion topics will include:

· Vacancy space

· Infrastructure Prior to Development

· Flood Plain

· Older Neighborhoods

· Affordable Housing…
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