Oread Neighborhood Association

Board Meeting Minutes

Sunday, December 16, 2007 @ 6:00 p.m.

947 Louisiana

Approved:  February 28, 2008
Attending: Ann Blackhurst, Candy Davis, Rene Diaz, James Dunn, Marci Francisco, Devon Kim and Jerry Stubbs

Absent:  Charity Grace, Laura Herlihy, Christy Kennedy, Ellie LeCompte, Beth Reiber, and Carol von Tersch

Guest:  Nancy Dunn, Deb Milks

Treasurer’s Report

Register Reports:  The board reviewed register reports from the ONA accounts.  The balances were as follows:

· Treasurer Account:  $6,565.72

· Coordinator Account: $10.40

Membership Income:  Membership income received since August 01, 2007, is $348.00.

Coordinator’s Report

Review October and November Neighborhood Meeting Minutes
The October and November minutes were approved as submitted.    

Demolition Permits
1232 Louisiana
· This property was reported to Neighborhood Resources in December 2005 for structural blight.  The KU Endowment Association sold this property to Price Banks in April 2007.  The Historic Resources Commission will consider this demolition request in January 2008.  Neighbors would be concerned about allowing new construction that does not meet current parking requirements.  
1040 Vermont Street

· James Dunn spoke with Lynne Zollner, Historic Resources Administrator, about this property.  He was told that the property owners had applied for the wrong type of permit.  The Historic Resources Commission will have to review whatever is proposed for this property.    
Blight
1043 Indiana – KU Property – Needs paint

· Follow-up:  12/17/07 e-mail from Jeff Weinberg, Assistant to the Chancellor:  The decision has been made to ask the Board of Regents and the Kansas Legislature to sell the property.  Thus, if approval is given, the house will be offered to the public.  

Board of Zoning Appeals – December 6th Meeting
There were no Oread Neighborhood items on the agenda.  

Historic Resources Commission – December 20th Meeting

The following agenda items fell within the boundaries of the Oread neighborhood:

Oread Inn

· There had been some changes to the proposed structure.  These need to be considered by the HRC prior to review of the proposal by the City Commission.  There were not questions or comments about this agenda item.

1145 Kentucky – Driveway Permit

· The proposed driveway will be off of the side street (on the south).  Lynne Zollner, Historic Resources Administrator, is working with the street and public works departments because there is historic curbing that the city will have to remove/store for reuse.  

Oread Blight Survey – CDBG Project

The goal is to identify blighted properties and report those to Neighborhood Resources for follow up.   The property condition map obtained from the County Appraiser’s Office will be used to identify properties that are considered as poor.  It would be good to know which houses these are and determine what the property owners plan to do with them.  It will be important to make sure that people know that they can get tax credits for improvements if their property is located in an historic district.  If a property has fallen into disrepair because of a problem with low income, the city can be contacted to work with the neighborhood as part of the neighborhood revitalization act.  Identifying properties as owner occupant or rentals will be important.

It had been discussed that a walking survey of the neighborhood would be scheduled after the holidays.  This could include photos of questionable properties.  District representatives may be asked to walk their section of the neighborhood to gather information.  Further consideration is needed before this is done.  Identifying conditions that constitute structural bight will be an important step in this process.
Neighborhood Meeting Schedule

The neighborhood association will continue to meet on the fourth Thursday of the month.  

Oread Inn

Student Input

The students who were interested in discussing the Oread Inn with the neighborhood were unable to attend the meeting.  They will be contacted and encouraged to provide written comments for consideration by the neighborhood prior to the December 20th Historic Resources Commission meeting.

Neighborhood Perspective

Neighborhood representatives will meet with the Fritzel group on Thursday, December 20th, to review the final plan/design and make comments.  A specific change that may not be good for the neighborhood is the façade that includes a clock on three sides.  This gives an institutional appearance to the building.  

Fritzel Correspondence about 12th Street Stairs and Oread Apartments

The following information was provided in the Oread Circle Re-Development Plan:

· Other Site Improvements:

· Historic 12th Street:  The stairs that connect 12th Street to Mississippi will be reconstructed per the approved drawings.

· Renovation of the Historic Oread Apartments:  The developer has committed that the apartments will either be renovated to be re-used as apartments or will be converted to contain a mix of residential uses and small businesses.  

These items are important to Oread neighbors.  They are encouraged that these improvements have been included in the re-development plan.  

Oread Inn Article for Newsletter

Devon Kim volunteered to write an article for the winter newsletter that explains how the neighborhood has participated with the developers in the Oread Inn project.  

1045 Tennessee – Over Occupancy

City of Lawrence legal staff has reviewed the existing code and found that there was an omission.  In the old code there was language under the single family and multi family zoning regulations that stated a dwelling unit could only be occupied by families that meet the definition of family as outlined by the code.  The new code omitted this language and it needs to be put back in.  This will require a text amendment to the code.  

The City is hesitant to prosecute anyone without first revising the code.  The complaint can be written now to speed up the process once the code section is amended.  

2008 Lawrence ½ Marathon & 5K – Oread Water Station
Devon Kim volunteered to act as the captain of the Oread water station again.  She would like to include a theme and perhaps some music this year.  Neighbors will be recruited to help.  This will be announced in the winter newsletter.

Historic District – District 1
Lynne Zollner, Historic Resources Administrator, is still working on pulling together information for this.  

Lawrence Association of Neighborhoods

The neighborhood revitalization act was discussed with City Manager David Corliss.  LAN is in favor of this plan but would like to ensure that this will benefit the people who really need it.  The city plans to form a committee to discuss implementation.

Neighborhood Resources Advisory Committee
Their December meeting was cancelled.
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